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Panel Discussion

Pane£:

VJt. ChMe., V1t. Fe.inbvc.g and VJt. Su.thmand

Q. "VU!Un.g :t.h<A age 06 gJr.a.c.e, do we. have any dayJ.i :t.o ke.e.p, oft aJte. :t.he.Jte. .6ome
.opecA.Mc. fiood Jte.qLU!teme.Y!U, -Ou..c.h M God gave .to .the J e.LAJ6 in :t.he long ago?"

A.

It is true that the Lord gave specific requirements to the Jews. This was lillder
the old dispensation of the law. In this age of grace we don't have the same demands. In fact, the entire epistle of Paul to the Galatians was written with that
very thought in mind. The apostle was declaring in effect, "Jesus paid it all, all
to Him I owe. Sin had left a crimson stain, .He washed it white as snow." Paul
penned the letter in his own hand because he was so disturbed at the sudden departure of these people from salvation by grace through faith (Galatians 4:10). A
similar message was given to the Colossians, "Let no man therefore judge you in regard to food, or drink, or in respect of a feast day, or a new moon, or of a
sabbath day: Which are a shadow of things to come" (2:16). Thank God we live in a
glorious, total, complete liberty of the gospel of grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Q. "Could you. pie.Me. he£p me. .to u.nde.M:t.and 1 Cofl.,{,n:t.fUan-6 11: 14?
whe.ne.ve.Jt the.Jte b.i a di66e.1te.nc.e. betwe.e.n the. le.ngth 06 haiJt betwe.e.n
male. mammal, U b., al.way;.,, without one. J.iingle. e.xc.e.ption, :t.he. male.
hai!t. The.Jte.601te., how c..an na:t.u.Jte. te.ac.h M i l J.A a J.ihame. fioJt a man
hai!t?"

Apaft:t. fiJtom man,
the. male. and 6e.who ha;., the. longe.Jt
:t.o have. long

A. The verse asks, "Doth not even nature itself teach you that if a man hath long
hair, it is a shame unto him." You have already answered your own question with
the observation, "Apart from man." That, you see, is God's exception to the rule.
You have never heard of a mannnal that had a spirit or soul given from God. The
apostle Paul puts it in English rhetoric. This also has to be seen in the light of
the culture of the day in which the challenge was written. We can note today some
men with longer hair who still appear masculine. The following verse indicates
that long hair is a glory to a woman. God is saying, "Don't infringe on basic
differentiations put in nature." If you think this is something to fight about,
check the next verse, "But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such
custom, neither the churches of God." Don't waste time on things that aren't that
important.
Q. "It J.ieem6 to me the.Jte. ha.;., neve.Jt be.en .60 mu..c.h -6u..fi6Wng, he.a!ttac.he. and tftou..ble.
in :t.he. wo!r.ld M the.Jte. i-6 today. Vo you. trunk thJ.A might be. 'the. be.ginning o6
-OoMoW6'

-6poke.n 06 in the Bible.?"

A. Yes, it very well could be (Matthew 24:5-8). Our Lord prophesied that there
would be wars, famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places. Paul
similarily wrote in II Timothy chapter 3, "Know this also, that in the last days

(of this dispensation) perilous times shall come. Men shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents," etc. So
there are world, physical, moral and spiritual conditions. In essence the Word of
God tells us, "Cheer up, the worst is yet to come." When that hour arrives then the
heavens are going to be split assunder and the Lord Himself is going to return. There
wil~ be Tribu~atio~ down h~re, but thank God, those of us who have accepted Jesus
Christ as Savior will be with Him forever and forever.

~· "I-0 <l ~cJu.ptUAal. .to de.ny a Jte.o.Lty boJtn agMn peMon the. pJU.v.lte.ge. 06 pa!tta/Ung
-tn the Lo!td .6 SuppeA JMt bec.aUJ.ie. he. may be.1.ong to a cll66eAent c.huJtc.h oft de.nomtnalion?"

A. Some congregations do hold to what is known as "closed communion." We would
hon?r and resp~ct them ~or their c~nvictions and certainly not force our way into
their fellowship. Our interpretation would not be the same. I Corinthians 11:23 to
30 ~how~ that t~e instTl!ctions for communion weren't given to any particular den?minatio~. This.was Simply a group of believers, brought together at that partic~lar time. This was true of any group of believers in any of the cities in the
anc~en~ world who received copies of this Epistle. This sacrament belongs to all
Christians eve~here. The purpose of corrrrnunion, of course, is to memorialize the
Lord's death until He returns.
Q.

"In Matthew 11: 12

WM

Ch!r.,U,t !te.fie.Jl.JL.Lng to H-<m.oe.1.fi?"

A. The context is our Lord praising John the Baptist as to his person and ministry.
The verse reads, "And from the days of the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force." The Savior couldn't be referring to Himself in the first part since the reference is that the "violent take
it by force." Nowhere in the Old or New Testaments is the coming Messiah inferred
to be ''violez:t. '' The Lord n~ver does anything roughshod nor does He take things
by force (Phil. 2:5-11). This passage can have a twofold meaning and both of them
a:e true. The Lord Jesus could have been mentioning the violent taking of the
kingdom of heaven through the realm of profession. He could have meant that externally or internally. Here were people beginning to crowd in on the Savior.
They had already imprisoned John, the fore-runner of the Messiah. Before this
situation was over they would lay vicious, guilty; filthy, corrupt hands on the
One who.makes the k~ngdom of heaven a kingdom of righteousness. From the internal
st~dpo1nt the Pharisees and all the rest were against the kingdom of heaven.
Sc~ipture urges us, "Resist the devil and he will flee from you." This is the
point here. Those who are determined can, by faith, lay hold on it.
Q. "In Matthew 16:28 we !Le.ad, ',VeJL,{,ty I .oay unto you, TheAe. Me .oome .o.tancllng heAe
who .oha.U. not .ta-6te 06 de.ath, W.1. they .oee. the. Son 06 man c.oming in ~ /Ungdom.'
T~o-0e. people. We.Jte. all alive. when C~t clle.d, fLMe. agMn and Mc.ended. But none.
wlU be when He ft etUJtn6 to .6 et up H-lo /Ung do m. "

The.significance of th~s passage is revealed in the transfiguration scene recorded in chapter 17. Christ foretold the time of His death and resurrection
~16:21) .. It was a~ter six days tha~ Peter, James.and John his brother went up
into a high mountain, and t~ere Christ was transfigured before them. This gives
us at l~ast three of_tho~e in the 16th chapter who did see Him in His glory and
as He will be when His kingdom is established. This was a foretaste of what we
all will see when the Lord Jesus actually returns in glory.

A.

Q.

"I need .oome he.1.p on Eze./U,el. 39:9, 10.

How c.ould .oome.thlng bUJr.n fio!t 7 ye.aM?"
2

A. In Ezekiel 38 and 39 we see the power from the North, as webll_as odther po~erst
in the Near East, converging on the Holy Land. God promises to ring estruction o
the enemy. "I am going to smite your bow out of your left hand, and ~ause thy
arrows to fall out of your right hand." Just a ~ew years bef?re he died, Dr.
Albert Einstein was asked what kind of weapons might be used in World War III. He
suggested, "I can't tell you for sure, but I ~ pre:pared to say that weap?ns for
the final war will be bows and arrows." Here in this passage_ar: wooden inst:uments of warfare. These implements are what will burn. How_ is it tha~ th~ £i:e is
wiquenched? Remember the One who put the consui:iing_de:tructive pow7r :n fire ~s
the same One who will preserve the ungodly enemies in Judgment. This is a serious
thought. Trust the Savior! Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be
saved.
Q. "When did J cu~ know, 6Jtom a human .t,,tandpoint, that He. wa.-6 ac.;tu~y God in :t~e.
6lcuh? Wa.-0 U when He. WM a boy, 1.ltill gJtowing? AppaAe.ntly He wa..6n t aWVte. 06 U
:then. "

A. Your use of the word "apparently" is correct since there is no indication one
way or the other. Remember that when His parents forg?t Him_ in th~ tem:ple, He ,
exclaimed, "Wist ye not that I must be about my Father s business.
Thi~ couldn t
have meant Joseph's business since His step-father was a carpenter. Christ was
talking with the scribes and the pharisees in the temple in such a learned manner
that they were all amazed at how much He JG:iew. Ther~ is every indicati~n t~at He
knew there was something different about Hlffi. The Bible tells us that He increased
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man" (Luke 2:52). Remember that
the Savior came to this earth as God manifest in the flesh. No one can say for
sure when, from a human standpoint, He was aware.that He was God in the flesh.
While there in the carpenter shop of Joseph, Christ must hav: h~d the ~owledge
that He was very God of very God, perhaps right from the beginning of His earthly
advent.
Q. "WM J cu~ Jte.a.V!.y a Jew? I he.Md a m{,ni.6te.Jt -0ay that ChJU..6t c.ouldn 't have. be.e.n
a Jew be.c.aUJ.i e. H-lo Fa.:theA wa.-6 cltv..tne. "

A.

Such couldn't be further from the truth! While His Father was certainly
divine, yet His mother, Mary, was a Jewess. It was important for o~r Lor~ ;o be a
Jew. In II Samuel 7:13 to 16 we find mention of an eternal throne in Davids
house. Israel's second king was of the tribe of Judah. Another reaso~ ~s in
Matthew 1:3 where we find His genealogy. Notice the appearance of David s name
before Abraham's. Luke 3:33 tells us that the Messiah is of Judah. Christ's
mother was a Jewess; she was the earthly channel. He had to have a humc:m b?dy
since deity doesn't have a body. ''God is a spirit, and. they t~at wor~hip. Hlffi
must worship Him in spirit and in truth." You are calling Christ a liar if you
say He wasn't a Jew. If He wasn't one of J~dah what righ~ did H: have to a .
Judean throne? Remember the woman of Samaria who gave this testlffiony as she inquired of Christ, "How is it that thou, bein¥ a Je~, askest dri~k of me, who am a
woman of Samaria? For the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans 11 (John 4:9).
Our blessed Lord, in the flesh, was most certainly a Jew.

Q. "You have. p!tobably explained U be6oJte., but I'd like. to know why theAe Me two
ge.ne.al.ogicu 6o!t ChtU,,~t. They don't -6 ee.m to hMmonize. a.:t all. I.on' :t :the.Jte. .oome.
c.o ntttacUctio n he.Jt e.? "

A. No, there isn't any contradiction whatsoever. Remember that every i~dividual
has two genealogies. Matthew is giving the genealogy of Jesus through His legal
3
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father, Joseph. Luke traces the genealogy through His mother, Mary. Just as a
natural birth is nonnal for a natural being, so a supernatural birth is normal for
a supernatural being. Keep in mind that in both genealogies it is distinctly
stated that Joseph was not the father of Jesus, but that He, Jesus, was the son of
Mary. Matthew gives the legal, kingly line, while Luke presents the hlilllan line
clear back to Adam.
Q.

Wha.-t «Xi.6 the .oigYl-l6ic.a.nc.e. 06 an 'e.opouoal' dUJL,[ng the. .time. 06 Ch!Uf.,t'.o b,Ui,th?
It wou£d be. lnteJte.oting to heaA VJt. Fe.lnbeJtg 'J.i explana.Uon 6Jtom JtabbinA.c..al
11

:tAadltio n. ''
A. The word can be used in two different ways in English. The espousal can mean
the engagement, and it can also stand for "spouse," a husband or wife, since the
word isn't male or female. One can only tell from the context. The greatest
Master of language in all the universe is the Holy Spirit. He explains the word
"espoused" in Matthew 1:18, "Now the birth of Jesus Christ was in this way: When,
as his mother, Mary, was espoused (engaged) to Joseph." Then, He goes on to clarify
"before they came together," as husband and wife. Espousal didn't mean a couple
had the privilege of the whole range of privileges of the married life. The espousal of Joseph and Mary was under the Sovereign rule and vision of the blessed
God who was her heavenly Father, the One who was going to make her the channel.
"Thou art highly favored among women." If you don't know Jesus Christ, and the
forgiveness of your sins, won't you confess,
"Nothing in my hand I bting;
S.lmply to Thy cJto-0-0 1 cting.
OtheJt Jte.fiuge. have 1 none.,
Hang-6 my helple.6-6 J.ioul on The.e.."
Q. "Me. people who keep the J.iabba.t.h and otheJt holy day.o, eating only c..Vttain 6ood.o
and paying the tJUJr..d -tlthv.,, ye;t, who believe. in J e.ou.o C~.t M SavioJt and LoJtd,
ac:tu.o..tly .oave.d? 11

A. We haven't heard of such a thing as "the third tithes." The last phrase of
your question is the important, "Who believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord,
actually saved?" part for consideration. They ARE saved, but only because of faith
in the Savior. No one gains salvation because of observing the sabbath or other
holy days, nor refraining from certain foods. The apostle Paul reminded the
Colossian believers, "Let no man, therefore, judge you in food, or in drink, or in
respect of a feast day, or of the new moon, or of a sabbath day, Which are a
shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ" (Colossians 2:16). He also
had to warn those in Galatia, "Ye observe days, and months, and times, and years.
I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labor in vain" (Galatians 4:10).
There is only one way of salvation and that is through receiving God's gift of
grace through personal trust in His Son (John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8, 9).

bility to urge others to hear the good news of the Gospel. The pictur: of blood on
one's hands indicates the desire to show the extreme urgency and !he ~it~l purp?se
that people are adequately waTI1ed. Keep in mind though that Ezekiel is~ ~ talking
to Christians. This is entirely a different age, although there_are spir:tual
applications, of course. It is also important ~o_r7member tha~ if those in the
Old Testament are spoken of concerning the possibility of phys:cal death, h~w much
greater is the obligation, responsibility, duty, glory, and un:que opportunity for
us to snatch brands from the buTI1ing. We recall Pilate 1 s foolish words when he
said, "Oh, you delivered up Jesus to be crucified." He tho1:1ght his hai:ds _were ~lean
or innocent from the blood of Christ. He actually washed himself to signify this.
How mistaken he was. He was still just as guilty. If this portion teaches anything, it certainly emphasizes faithfulness in service with the strongest note.
Let us be about our Master's business.
Q. "In Ezehlel. 38 and 39 :the.Jte. .l-6 a gJtap~c.. ne.pont _on ~he. dutnuc..lion 06 the.
noJttheJtYL poweJt. I pfr.eJ.>ume :thi.o :to be. Ru.o-0-ta. Conf.,-tdeJu.ng :the. vc;--6.:t numb0 ot) .
MlCJz.e..t bilieveJt.o in Ru.o;.,ia, and al.oo the. J elA.16 who ane. theJte, don t you think :thi.o
nefieJtenc.e to the. de.vM:tation. .l-6 mainly c..onc..eJtne.d w,i;th the. ge.neJtal ;.,y;.,:te.m ot)
govennme.nt M oppO-O e.d :to individll.£Ll6? 11

A. Yes , this is very true. The reference is to the godless atheistic system.
This will finally be brought down to defeat. We thank God for those faithful believers who apparently know and love the Lord, despite their pressures from the
Soviet government.
Q. "I am a divonc..e.e. VJ.Uh :tLoo c..~dne.n. , I nead my '¥-ble. daily and have. t)ound :t;wo
pa.o-0agv., whlc.h c.ont)u.oe. me c..onc..eJtrung God;., law on divonc.e. Would you pleMe. fuc.u.o.o Ve.ute.Jtonomy 24: 1 and Luke. 16: 18?"

A. Many people want to know what we believe the Bible says about divorce . .
Actually, however, they want to kno~ ~hat the Scripture~ teach 1 about rem~rriage.
The first necessity is to teach positive truths conceTI1ing God s evaluation ~f
marriage. The Old Testament part of the law wa~, ''When a m~ ha~h taken a wife,
and married her and it come to pass that she find no favor in his eyes, because he
hath found some'uncleanness in her, then let him write her a bill of divorcement,
and give it in her hand , and send her out o~ his house" (De~t. 24:1). _so~e . have
taken this to indicate that it appears to give the opportunity for an indivi~ual_to
be divorced. In the New Testament the command is, "Whosoever putteth away_his wife
and marrieth another committeth adultery; and whosoever marrieth her that is put
away from her husband, commi tteth adultery" (Luke ~6: 18(,. Whenever you attemi:t to
reconcile any verse always look at the pas~age asking, Wl_ien and to wh~m w~s it
written?" It seems clear that the answer is to be found in Matthew ~9.8, He
saith unto them, Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted Y?U to
put away your wives, but from the beginning it was not so." God means marriage to
be for keeps. It wasn't the Lord's will that divorce should ever be a part of a
husband and wife relationship . His desires have never changed.

Q. "In Ezek.,(el 3: 18 we nead, 'When I .oay unto the wlc..ke.d, Thou -0haU -0unely die.;
and thou givut h.lm no-t wanning, non J.ipeaku:t to UXUtn :the. wlc..ke.d fiJtom hi.o wlc..ke.d
v.ny, -to .oave. hl-6 li6e., :the. -Oame. wlc..ke.d man ;.,hall.. die. in hl-6 ifilquily; but h.l.o
blood will I Jte.quiJte. a.t. :thlne. hand. ' Wouldn ',t thAA mean -that ;.,uc..h a pe.Mon would
be. a mUJtdeJteJt? 16 a C~tian doe.-6n':t «XLJtn o:the.M would he. be. pun,(}.,he.d oft lMe. W
JtewaJtd?"

A. There is a parallel to this passage in Ezekiel 33:7-9. Here God is giving
solemn truth about a spiritual obligation. It is both a privilege and a responsi4
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Daniel
By:

I
.. 1

I

Dr. Lloyd T . .Anderson

At the end.of the eighth chapter of Daniel, the prophet was stricken physically because o~ his extreme burden for Israel. The next chapter shows him as God's
compassionate servant, interceding for his own people whom he loved so well. He
recalls the events of the past, laying his heart bare before the Lord in hurnble repenten~e. Because o~ the anguish within, Daniel was prompted to depend not merely
upon his own revelations but also upon those which had been given to him by other
pro~he~s as well. As the seventy years of Babylonian captivity for Israel were now
~eginning to draw to a close, Daniel was very concerned about what the future had
in store. ~e knew from the message of Jeremiah that God would permit Israel to ret~rn to their beloved land.of Pales~ine (Jeremiah 25:11, 12). He therefore gave
himself to pr~yer and fasting, seeking the Lord's promised intervention. Daniel
dates the comi~g of the Messiah to the Jewish people, providing a valuable clue to
our understanding of the last days of the history of the earth.
~nlik7 some today, who in frustration stop studying the Bible because it isn't

l1Tllilediately clear to them, the prophet continued his studies (Daniel 8:27). About
ten years l~ter the Lord gav~ him additional light on the matters that had really
~erplexed . him. Go~ ~ould bring to pass the seventy years of dispersion, the carrying awa~ into captivity on the part of the people of Israel (9:1-19). When Daniel
w:ote his book, Babylon had been conquered already and Cyrus, with Darius as his
lieuten~t corrrrnanding the M~deo-Persian ~mpire, was reigning over the conquered
Babylonians. No wonder Daniel was studying the predicted restoration after the
seventy years captivity. Fro~ what date, he must have wondered, were the seventy
years to be computed? Would it be from the first attack upon Jerusalem or from
the final siege on the city? He prayed, "And I set my face unto the Lo;d God to
seek by prayer an~ suppl~cations, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes" (9:3).
If :very born_ again believ~r w?uld do this concerning every problem he has, what
a differe~ce it would make in his or her own individual life. The prophet wanted
~urth~r l:ght on what he had read in Scripture. He looked to the Lord for the
illurni~ation of His Holy Spirit. This is an indispensable part of Bible study withou~ wh~ch we ca~'t hope to understand the Word of God aright. Daniel's prayer was
primarily for his own people.
The fir~t part in Daniel 9 verses 5 to 15 is devoted to confession, both personal
and nat~onal. _The second part, verses 16.to 19, is devoted to petition. We ought
to be like Daniel as we come to the Lord in prayer. There was no false humility
on the prophet's part. He was so close to God that Gabriel referred to him as
"th~ greatly beloved one" (9:23). Still he was painfully aware of his own short~omin~s: So.great was his love for the Jewish people that he was willing to be
identified with them, sharing the stigma of their sin and captivity.
The apostle Paul felt this way (Romans 9:3).

This was even true with our Savior
6

(Hebrews 2:14-16). Daniel used the very strongest words in the Hebrew vocabulary
to describe the offenses of his people (9:5). On several occasions, before Israel
entered the promised land, God had warned that if His people disobeyed Him, He
would visit punishment upon them, climaxing with a scattering of the people
(Lev. 26:14-39; Deut. 28:15-68). They had been given two alternatives, allowed to
choose their own destiny. Unfortunately, a great and a glorious beginning had come
to a tragic and shameful conclusion. Disobedience had brought its inevitable fruit
of chastisement and punishment. The people had been warned repeatedly. Still they
failed to take God's message seriously and refused to repent (9:13).
Many Bible scholars consider the ninth chapter of Daniel to be the "backbone" of
prophecy. Dr. H. A. Ironside called it '.'The gre~test of all~time prophecies."
Daniel was always much concerned about his own life of devotion before the Lord. He
wasn't too proud to pray, asking God's forgiveness. He asked his heavenly Father
that his people might not be filled with a sense of false humility, but rather that
they would walk in the ways of salvation.
Daniel had been much interested in the prophecy of Jeremiah's seventy years of captivity. He desired to know its meaning and interpretation. _The fai~hful prophe~
explains, "And while I was speaking and praying, and confessing_my sin ~n~ the ~in
of my people Israel . . . even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision being
caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation" (9:20, 21).
The evening sacrifice hadn't been offered while the Jews were in B~bylon . . still,
although in captivity, Daniel remembered this holy hour. He used it for his own
personal devotional life.
We realize, of course, that God doesn't always reply at once to prayer. This is
an instance, however, when He did. This reminds us of Isaiah 65:24. Gabriel was
the messenger God used to make known His truth (v. 22). A very real answer was at
hand to the request that God's anger be turned aside from the Jewish people
(9:16, 17). The captivity was not about to end. What God gave Daniel in the way
of more light on Jeremiah's prophecy isn't recorded for us. The Lord gave him_ a_
great revelation about another time period. This wouldn't be 70 years of captivity
but rather 70 times seven. While the Lord may not give us exactly what we ask for
in the way of revelation or information, yet He will give us what we need to know
for use in His own service.
Verse 24 is most important, "Seventy weeks are decreed upon thy people and upon thy
holy city (that is, Jerusalem), to finish transgression, and to make an.end ?f
sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy." There
is no basis for applying this time measurement to any other people nor to any other
place. The Jews and Jerusalem are what are in view.
The time period began when the captivity had in effect been terminated with Israel
back in her own land again. Gabriel tells what God is going to do. The word
"weeks" is very important. In Hebrew it is literally the word "sevens." Each
seven is a period of seven years in Daniel chapter nine. ':!bis.me~ the total_
period is equal to 490 years. This also includes that period in which the coming
of the Messiah would be brought in.
There are six things God promises to accomplish in the 490 years. This begins with
verse 24. There must be the finishing of the transgression. This has no connection
with the atonement but rather means to restrain, or cause to stop, to cease. An
age of obedience w~uld then begin. God promises to make an end of sins. It may be
7

translated literally, "to seal up sins." The same verb describes how God seals up
the stars so that they don't shine. He will also make reconciliation for iniquity.
There is coming a time when the iniquity of Israel will be sought for, but there
will be none. Israel will not live in sin (Jeremiah 50:20). This condition will be
brought to pass through the work of reconciliation accomplished by Jesus Christ on
the cross of Calvary. The Jews will acknowledge what they have done seeking God's
face (Hosea 5:15; Zech. 12:10).
The Lord, in the fourth place, will bring in everlasting righteousness. This will
be accomplished by an inward, moral transformation of the people. The writing of
the law of God will be upon their hearts (Jeremiah 31:33-40). The fifth thing is
"to seal up the vision and the prophecy." 'Where there is no more sin to correct,
the reproving words of the prophets will be absolutely unnecessary (Jeremiah 31:34).
The sixth thing to be accomplished is "to anoint the most holy." This is the holy
of holies in the temple of Jehovah in Jerusalem. A new temple will be anointed or
consecrated to divine worship. Mount Zion will be crowned with a new sanctuary of
which the tabernacle and the succession of temples were only mere shadows.
Daniel 9:24-27 is a tremendous passage which reveals God's prophetic program for
the nation of Israel. The seventy weeks of years, totaling 490, is really God's
calendar for the Jews. This total period of time of the Lord's dealings starts at
the close of the Babylonian captivity unto the second coming of Christ to set up
His millennial kingdom here on the earth. The passage hasn't anything to do with
the Church, nor even to the Gentile nations. The subject of the Body or Bride of
Christ was never revealed to Daniel.
These 70 weeks are divided definitely into three different periods of time. First
of all, there are seven weeks, or 49 years. This dates from the going forth of the
connnandment to restore and to re-build Jerusalem. The next period is three score
and two weeks or 434 years. It is after this time that Messiah will be cut off.
The people of the prince (9:25) came to destroy Jerusalem under the Roman emperor
Titus in A.D. 70. The fulfillment has already taken place. This means that there
is only one week left, or seven years. This is the only segment of time which has
not already been fulfilled.
The Antichrist will confirm the covenant with many
for one week (9:27). In the midst of those seven years, the last week of Daniel's
prophecies, he will cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease. This is during
the Tribulation yet to come after the Church has gone home. The Antichrist, who
sets up his rule and reign, will see it brought to an end by the return of Christ.
Able chronologists, such as Sir Robert Anderson of Great Britain, have shown that
the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ occurred immediately after the 483
prophetic years of 360 days each, expiring at the time designated in Daniel 9:25
and 26. The Jewish clock prophetically had been ticking all those years. By the
time the Son of Man was crucified it had seen 69 sevens of years before the clock
prophetically stopped for Israel. For nearly two thousand years there hasn't been
another sound.
After the crucifixion of the Messiah, Daniel's people Israel and the holy city
Jerusalem were set to one side. Christianity then came into existence so that the
Age of the Church has now lasted more than 1900 years. This is why the 70 weeks of
Daniel's prophecy have nothing to do with this age of grace. They were determined
upon Daniel's people Israel and upon the holy city of Jerusalem. When the Bride
or Body of Christ is complete, and goes home to be with the Lord in the Rapture,
then the last seven years, or the last week of Daniel, will begin to run its course.
This is all yet to come.

You will have no difficulty in understanding the great interval betw~en t~e 69th
and 70th week of Daniel if you bear in mind that God n~ver reckons ~ime with t~e
Jewish people when He isn't dealing with them as a nation: The Jewis~ ~rophetic ,
clock in the Bible stops, which is what happened when ~hrist was cruc~fied. Isra~l s
Redeemer came unto His own things and they that were ~is own peo~le did not receive
Him (John 1:11). He came to His own rightful possessions, b~t His own people
Israel wouldn't receive him. He was cut off. Instead of being acce~ted as Israel 1 s
King, Christ was betrayed, arrested, spat upon, scourged, mocke~, tried, condemned
as a blasphemer and finally crucified. One of_these days.God will reach down to
start the pendulum of the Jewish clock prophetically. Qu~ckl~ the 70th ~ev~n of
years will begin to tick.again du:ing the time of the Antich:ist. _Then it is that
Israel will finally receive her King, at the close of the Tribulation.
In His gracious providence, the Lord h~s given_u~ a tremendous proph~tic clock by
which He has allowed His children to figure spiritually and mathematically ~ome of
the things which are to take place. It is well to repea~ that the ~oretelling of
information contained in Daniel 9:24-27 concerns the Jewish people in J~rusalem.
The last of Daniel's 70 weeks is separated from the other two sets of figures by the
duration of the Church Age which was brought into existence on the day of Pentecost.
After the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the Messiah, Dan~el's people an~ the holy
city Jerusalem were set aside. One day the Lord will pick ~hat up again_wh:n the
Tribulation sets in after the Rapture of the Church. You will have no diff7cul~y
understanding the great interval between the 69t~ and_ the 70th w~eks of Daniel if
you always bear in mind that God ~ever reckons time with the Jewish people ~hen He
is not dealing with them as a nation. We can be sure that the_70 weeks wi~l be
seven years since the earlier 69 were also ~ctual_years. To give any other interpretation to Scripture would be absolutely inconsistent.
First of all we read about "the prince that shall come" (9: 26, 27) . This,. of course,
refers to the Antichrist. Personally, I believe he will rule over the revived
Roman empire. Scripture positively ident~fies him ~ith the "little ~o:n" of the
seventh chapter. He is also seen as "a king of a fierce co~ntenance in chapter
eight. New Testament references would include II Thessalonians 2:3-12 and
Revelation 13:1-18.
The statement about the Antichrist that "he shall confirm the cove~ant with many for
one week" shows that initially he will pose as a friend of the ~ewish p~ople. He_
will promise protection and religious freedom in return for t~e~r al~egiance_to him
as supreme ruler. In the middle of these seven years.the dev7l s emissary will
break the covenant he made with Israel. This ushers in what is really kno~_as the
Great Tribulation the time of "Jacob's trouble." He will "cause the sacrific~ and
the oblation to stop, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it .
desolate." The Antichrist will set up his image in the holy pl~ce of the templ~ rn
Jerusalem. Israel will fully realize that he is the false messiah and not the individual originally claimed.
This satanic superman will show his innate hatred of Israel seeking to wipe out
every trace of God's people during those last three and a_half years. Other .
passages remind us of this: Matthew 24:15-26; I.Thess~lonia1:5 2:3-12; ~evelation
4:1-19; etc.). Daniel shows the d~r~t7on of t~is period (7.25) as a time_ (o~e
year) times (two years) and the dividing of time (or one-half year). This is
identical with the 42 months of Revelation 13:5, as well as the thou~and two_
hundred arid three score days of Revelation 11:3. This gives us a triple verification of the span of time.
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As the Antichrist foists his tremendous denial of God there will be a vast multitude
of ~oth Jews an~ Gentil~s who will prefer to die as martyrs rather than deny Jesus
Christ. They will receive the message of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists
(Revelation 7, 14) who are God's missionaries in that day, heralding the second
coming of the Savior. The Antichrist will seek to annihilate everything and everybody who suggests the name of God. What a terrible individual he will be during that
last half of Daniel's 70th week.
The Lord will limit the devil's power. The Antichrist can only exist "until the
consummation and that determined shall be poured upon the desolater." His eventual
destruction will be to be cast alive into the lake of fire, burning with brimstone
(Revelation 19:20). This is all yet to come. This is why we are living in very
solemn days. The restoration of Israel as a nation is one of the most striking
signs of the nearness of Christ's coming. May we be ready to meet the Savior in
the air (I Thessalonians 4:13-18).
The last vision God gave Daniel is recorded in the three closing chapters of his
prophetic book. Chapters 10, 11, and 12 should be read as a unit. Chapter 10
gives in detail the circumstances under which the vision was given to the prophet.
Chapter 11 begins the prophetic portion of this last vision God gave Daniel. It
presents a full view of Gentile world dominion, from the first year of King Darius
of the Medes and the Persians until the battle of Armageddon and the return of
Jesus Christ to the earth again.
Chapter 12 completes the vision of the book of Daniel, adding other details about
the Tribulation and the establishment of the millennial kingdom. The three chapters
form the epilogue to the entire book. Historians have proven that the predictions
of chapter 11, verses 1 to 35, have already been fulfilled. But, beginning with
verse 36, the vision takes us on to future events, all of which will be literally
fulfilled after the Church has been translated to be with the Lord. The three remaining chapters of Daniel combine to make one unit of thought. Our approach to
this final section of Daniel's prophecy demands that we should be humble and
guided by the Holy Spirit of God.
The devil did everything in his power to prevent the Lord from letting His servant
see and understand the prophecy. He opposed the heavenly messenger in a prolonged
and bitter conflict. It seems as if he marshaled the very forces of hell itself
to prevent Daniel from receiving the vision of the coming man of sin, also known
as the little horn, the prince that shall come, the king of fierce countenance,
the beast, the son of perdition, the lawless one, and the Antichrist. To this
terrible creature the devil will give his throne, bestowing upon him great authority .
It was in the third year of Cyrus the king of Persia that this prophecy was revealed
to Daniel. This was two years after the decree of Cyrus had gone forth for the rebuilding of Jerusalem. The Jewish clock had begun to tick off seventy sevens of
years. In order that the first 49 of these years might see the fulfillment of
God's prophecy, the Lord had put it into the heart of Cyrus to let the faithful
Jewish remnant build again the city and the walls.
Daniel was doubtless distressed at the worldly minded attitude of many Israelites
in their adopted land of Persia. Only about 40,000 went with Nehemiah back to the
land to rebuild and restore the city of Jerusalem. The others were content to remain in the Persian empire, adopting heathen habits of life and possibly seeking
wealth and ease. Daniel himself must have been about 90 years of age, too old to
help in the work of rebuilding the beloved city. Doubtless he would have been one

of the first to return had he been younger. It is little wonder that his heart was
heavy as he saw the lack of enthusiasm among his people in their apathetic state of
mind. Perhaps he was also distressed because the devil was trying to thwart the
rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem. We know that the enemy opposed the Jews at
every turn by craft, ridicule, discouragement and even open opposition. Have you
ever been burdened because of the broken state of the church, or even for those in
your own household? Does the lack of zeal for Christ among professing Christians
send you to your knees in prayer? The closer we live to the heart of God the easiet
i t is for us to understand and appreciate that which possessed Daniel and the feeli ngs he had. During these three weeks he not only fasted and mourned, but he really
prayed, yet with no apparent answer to the intercession.
Finally, Daniel's perseverance was rewarded (Daniel 10:4, 5). He describes the
angel which appeared to him in the form of a man, glorious and wonderful to behold.
This wasn't a dream, for Daniel was actually by the side of the River Tigres. The
heavenly being described here was evidently one of God's choice, holy angels,
possibly one of the highest order. This wasn't a manifestation of God in angelic
form because in the following verses we read that the devil's evil angel withstood
t his holy messenger of God for 21 days. This was the very period of time during
which Daniel was in mourning, fasting, and prayer.
The last three chapters of Daniel combine to make one unit of thought. This is unl ike all the earlier nine chapters which are very delineated and concise. Now,
t hrough divine revelation, God is showing Daniel what would eventually come to pass
concerning Israel. One might wonder why the angelic messenger was three whole weeks
in reaching the side of the faithful prophet with the fulfillment of his prayer.
The answer is found in Daniel 10:12, 13.
The Jews were subject to Persia as captives at this particular time. Satan has always fought against God's people, as well as any believer who loves the Lord Jesus
Christ. We can understand why it is that this holy angel went to help the heavensent messenger who was withheld by the prince of Persia when he was on his way to
answer Daniel's prayer. We should realize something of the power of the hosts of
the devil. Under Satan's leadership these fallen demonic creatures are organized
i nto a tremendous army, among whom there are ranks and degrees of power. It is
t heir business to thwart the program of God, even seeking to influence leaders of
t he nations against the Lord's anointed.
Our hearts are solemnized at the thought of our own helplessness against these
demons apart from the indwelling Holy Spirit. We need to flee to the Lord for wisdom and strength against such unseen foes. Rulers may be benevolent and wise, as
worldly wisdom goes, and yet if they don't look to God for help, they will unwittingly become tools in the hands of the rulers of darkness (II Cor. 4:4). Such
was the case with Cyrus. No wonder Paul tells us plainly that the Christian is to
put on the whole armour of God (Ephesians 6:11-17). It is also a solemn thing to
know that the devil accuses us before the Lord. The devil entices the people of
God to sin (Zechariah 3:1, 2). Read the book of Job for one of the clearest
pictures of this very thing.
God strengthens and brings power to Daniel for the vision to follow in chapter 11.
He needed such divine strength considering the message speaking of untold suffering

for his own poor, disobedient people. In humility he prostrated himself, becoming
like one who was mute. The angel beautifully touched Daniel, assuring with words
of peace (10:19). Let us ask our own hearts if we, like Daniel, have allowed God
to speak to us so that we might be prepared for the message we are to deliver to
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people. Don't be so busy with the things of life that you fail to find time to pray
and seek the will of the Lord. As a believer, fear not. Peace be unto you. Be
strong, yea, be strong, and ready to hear what the Lord desires to say unto you.
In chapter 11 of Daniel we find a marvelously detailed prophecy of events which are
related to the people of Israel. The actual fulfillment followed for the next 300
years. A simple comparison with secular history provides the striking confirmation
of Divine inspiration. At the time of the writing, three kings were yet to reign
in Persia. Each of them had a fascinating place in the background of the nation's
development.
Gabriel the angel prophesied about a fourth one who would be far richer than them
all (Daniel 11:1, 2). This was Xerxes, apparently the same individual who, in the
book of Esther, is called by the name of .Ahasuerus. With an army of 2,641,000 he
invaded the land of Greece. It took him four years to gather his troops and the
very size of the force defeated him. He was driven back into Asia in 480 B.C. The
Greek people never forgot this aggression of the Medes and Persians. They continually thirsted for revenge.
It is in verses three and four of Daniel 11 that we find prophecies concerning
Greece. It speaks of the "mighty king" who "shall stand up, that shall rule with
great dominion, and do according to his will. And when he shall stand up, his
kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided toward the four winds of heaven; and
not to his posterity, nor according to his dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom shall be plucked up, even for others beside those." All of this was centuries
away when the prophet wrote it. In due time Alexander the Great came on the scene
from 356 to 323 B.C. He in turn conquered the land of Persia. Even as according
to Scripture Alexander had two sons (Hercules and Alexander II), neither reigned
after his father's death. They were both killed. The kingdom was divided between
Alexander's four leading generals.
Beginning with verse five on down to verse 35 of this chapter, we study the two
branches of the divided Grecian empire, Syria and Egypt. These things are already
human history and cover a period of about 200 years. These two dynasties waged
almost constant warfare with one another. Palestine, situated between the two,
was frequently the battleground.
Verse six tells of the eventual joining of these two arch enemies. The son of the
king of Syria married the daughter of the king of Egypt. Verse 10 shows how the
sons of the king of Syria would be stirred up. History reveals that they assembled
an army to avenge themselves of the Egyptians. It was an ill-fated attempt.
Antiochus the Great became a noted king with one of his exploits to lead an army of
75,000 against Egypt. Surprisingly he was defeated with a great slaughter according to Daniel 11:11. Too lazy to follow up his victory, a peace was concluded
(11:12). Antiochus then formed an alliance with Phillip the Third of Macedon
(v. 13). He also tried to get the help of the Jewish people (v. 14). Unfortunately the people didn't achieve the hoped-for independence of Judea. Antiochus next determined to conquer Greece (v. 18). The Roman senate commissioned
troops to assist their neighbors which absolutely routed and won the victory over
Antiochus in 190 B.C. Now humbled, Antiochus turned back (v. 19). Attempting to
plunder the temple of Jupiter near Shushan, perhaps to pay Roman tribute, he and
his soldiers were killed by the angry population. He was succeeded by his own son,
who became known as a raiser of taxes (v. 20). He was eventually very treacherously
slain.
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Daniel 11:21 to 35 focalizes on Antiochus Epiphanes (already seen in the eighth
chapter of Daniel). This king hated Israel as well as the Lord. He was indeed a
vile person (v. 21). First he made a league with the Jews as well as with Egypt.
Later, he broke his covenant. This passage gives us a picture .of his treachery.
The Jews appealed to Rome for help. An anny, led by the Macabees, responded. As
soon as the legends of Rome were gone, though, he broke his promise (11:30). His
deeds were evil and despicable beyond both measure and comprehension.
In Daniel chapter 11 beginning with verse 36 we find the presentation of the coming
Antichrist. This fulfillment is obviously yet to occur. The prophecy now leaps
forward from Antiochus to the Antichrist. There is a definite time interval between verses 35 and 36 of this chapter. Here is portrayed the last great enemy of
God and Israel at the time of the end. This is "the little horn" of Daniel 7:8.
Living in the 20th century, what we have seen as history ends and prophecy begins.
Of course, when Daniel wrote these words none of the events had then taken place.
Between verses 35 and 36 there is a parenthesis which has lasted two thousand years.
We can't help but note the supremacy of the Antichrist (11:36, 37). He will "do
according to his will." He exalts and magnifies himself above all others. Paul's
description of this individual is very similar (II Thessalonians 2:4). We know that
Satan's chief aim has been to be worshipped as God (Isaiah 14:12-14). When at last
he receives the worship of men he will have reached the pinnacle of his inflated
pride (I John 2:18). The Lord has decreed exactly when this wicked one shall come
to his end. God's anger against the sins of His people Israel will allow using the
Antichrist to scourge the Jews, showing them that He will not tolerate sin
(Deuteronomy 4:30, 31). Never forget that the Lord sets the bounds of His supremacy.
Verse 37

"Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers," indicates to me that the
Also, he will not "regard the desire of women." This
phrase refers to the desire of Hebrew women to be the mother of the Messiah
(Haggai 2:7). The Antichrist utterly denies Jesus Christ, presenting himself to
be the promised Messiah (11:37).

Antichri~t will be a Gentile.

The Antichrist will create his own
With some people their god is sex;
The devil's supennan wants to have
to yield willingly will cause them

god which is the love of warfare and victory.
others it is money; still others love prestige.
men bow at his feet, worshipping him. Failure
to be brought to their knees by force.

Verse 40 is interesting as it tells of a conflict in which the Antichrist becomes
engaged. The war mentioned here is the last conflict before the final onslaught
of Armageddon. Focal point will be an attack against the Holy Land. Palestine
was given by God to Abraham and to his natural seed for an everlasting possession
(Genesis 12:1-7). By creative right the land actually belongs to the Lord, therefore, it is God who holds it in trust for the Jewish people (Leviticus 25:23).
Verse 41 tells us that the Antichrist will spare certain people. Edom and Moab,
and the chief of the children of Anunon were the perennial enemies of Israel. It
seems as though God preserves them for a special judgment because of their illtreatment of His ancient people.
The final push of the Antichrist and his armies against Israel is described in
verses 44 and 45 of Daniel 11. The words "to destroy, and utterly to take away"
mean extermination or annihilation of Israel. This is strengthened by verse 45
which says he sets up his military headquarters "in the glorious holy mountain"
referring to the holy land. The exact spot where the Antichrist will gather his
anny is designated by John in the book of Revelation and known in the Hebrew
tongue as Annageddon.
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Impeccability

By: Dr. Lehman Strauss
for the finite mind of man to attempt to grapple with the
infinite. I confess with the apostle Paul that the mystery of God is great and
beyond measure. As we consider the impeccability of Jesus Christ we need to know
about our Lord's nature. At the time of His conception and birth was it the same
n~ture A~am P?Sse:sed when God created him?
Did our Lord's nature change at any
tlffie during His life on earth? Was it possible for Christ to sin? The answer is
found in the fact that "impeccability" means "not possible of sinning."
~t ~s_always impossibl~

We are absolutely certain .that it is possible for every human being to sin
(Eccl. 7:20; Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23). Any study of the person of Jesus Christ
must of necessity include His sinlessness. This is a major theme and an essential
doctrine to historic Christianity. It is a necessary prerequesite of His substitutionary work on the cross.
The Bible confinns both Christ's humanity and His deity. The theological term
of this :elat~ons~ip of the_div~ne and the human in a single personality is
the hypostatic union.
The Savior isn't merely God nor merely man. He is the
God-man. Christ's deity was one of the dominant notes in His teaching (John 10:30;
12:45; ~4:9, 10). No unbiased reader of the New Testament can reach any other
conclusion than that Christ claimed deity for Himself. The doctrine is so important so as to become the test whereby we may distinguish the tnie teacher from
the false (I John 4:1-3). Christ was also perfect humanity.

~sed

Frequently He is referred to as the Son of Man (Luke 19:10). He was bone of our
bone, flesh of our flesh (Luke 24:39). He was the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15).
He was born of~ woman (Gal~tians 4:4). He spoke of Himself as possessing the
elements essential to humanity (Matthew 26:12, 38; Luke 23:46). Like every other
human, Christ hungered (Mark 11:12). He became weary (John 4:6). He slept
(Matthew 8:24). He experienced suffering (Hebrews 5:3). Do not refuse to accept
the s~pernatural. No person can fathom this mighty miracle (I Timothy 3:16). The
:elation of th: human and ~he divine will remain a mystery. There is no analogy
in hum~n experie~ce that f7ts n?r clarifies. It isn't our responsibility to
:econci~e_the deity o~ Ch:ist with His real humanity. That the Scriptures teach it
is sufficient (II Corinthians 5:19). Christ is an absolute unique Person, truly
God and truly man . .
~y ~iscus:ion

of this :ubje~t m~st of necessity include Christ's virgin birth. This
is linked inseparably with His sinlessness. Jesus was in no way implicated or
represented in the original sin of Adam. Our Lord's conception was supernaturally
pr~tected from the principle and the pollution of sin. The angel assured Mary of
this (Luke 1:35). There was a special shielding and overshadowing by which the
divine holiness of the baby Jesus was perfectly and pennanently preserved. The
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miraculous conception in the womb of the virgin Mary was by the operation of the
Holy Spirit. Mary's body was merely the vehicle used to prepare and present to the
world the body of God the Son. Mary didn't give Christ her nature. She was merely
Gcxi's chosen vessel.
Scriptures testify to Christ's absolute sinlessness. In His own prayer life,_t~e
Lord Jesus never prayed for forgiveness for Himself. He never offered a sacrifice
for sin (Luke 23:24). On one occasion He challenged His critics, "Which of you
convinceth me of sin?" (John 8:46). That challenge remains unanswered to this day.
The enemy could find no point of weakness in Jesus (John 14:30). There is nothing
in Christ that could respond to any form of evil enticement. There was no ground of
temptation or accusation. This is good news for you and me.
The presence of this sinless Man among sinful men is one of the miracles of Christianity. It is remarkable that the Scriptures, which fai~hfully_record the sins o~
their most famous personalities, has no record of one sin committed by Jesus Christ.
Various passages testify to the sinlessness of Jesus (II Co:inthi~ 5:21; 11
_
I Peter 2:22; I John 3:5). The writer to the Hebrews describes Christ as One without sin'' (Hebrews 4:15). He was holy, hannless, undefiled, separate from s~nners
(Hebrews 7:26). He is "without spot" (Hebrews 9:24). Even our Lord's enemies
testified to His sinlessness (Matthew 27:4, 19, 24; Luke 23:41).
For a moment, let us contrast the situation between Jesus and Adam. The question
is "Was Christ's sinlessness the same as the sinlessness of Adam before the fall?"
In' substance, "Could Jesus Christ be tempted as Adam was? Could He have sinned as
Adam did?" Christ's humanity was made up of a body (Hebrews 2:14; 10:5). Paul
tells us that in that body dwells all the fullness of deity (Colossians 2:9).
Christ's likeness to Adam was merely that of a body. Jesus did not have Adam's
nature with all of its tendencies (Ephesians 2:3). Jesus is God and God's nature
is only holiness. It was the divine nature that dwelled in the human body ~f our
Savior (II Peter 1:4). Again, it was the divine nature in a human body. His ?nly
direct and personal contact with sin was on the cross (I Peter 2:24). Th~se_sins
were laid on His body by the Father (Isaiah 53:6). There was never any sin in
Jesus (I John 3:5). The unsaved person has only one nature. -~en the believing
sinner becomes a child of God, he becomes a partaker of the divine nature
(II Peter 1:4). This means every Christian has two natures, both dwelling i~ the
same body. The resulting inner conflict Paul experienced is clearly stated in the
seventh chapter of Romans. All Christians, every one of us, must confess to the
same (Romans 7:18). The Lord never experienced such inner conflicts simply because He didn't have Adam's sinful nature (I Corinthians 15:45-47). It wasn't
possible for Christ to fall and lead us all into sin and judgment (Romans 5:8, 19).
Jesus Christ is God the eternal Son. Receive Him now, by faith, and find the joy
and peace which He has eternally promised.
When the Lord Jesus Christ was made flesh (John 1:1, 14), He assumed human
characteristics while still retaining His deity. It isn't possible to alter nor
to destroy the divine nature. When the Bible states that God w~s in ~rist
(II Corinthians 5:19) the meaning isn't that the Lord changed Himself into a man
but that God united Himself with man. Neither the temptability nor the susceptability to sin, which caused Adam's fall, could reach ou: blessed Savi?r. The ~
peccability of our Lord didn't depend merely upon His will bu~ upon His very ~e~ty.
Christ is impeccable in a unique sense in which ~o c~eated being can b: class~fied
as impeccable including the angels who kept their first estate. He Himself is
God the Creat;r who only cannot be tempted (James 1:13). In Jesus Christ the
God-man deity remains deity in all of its perfection. There is an eternal unity
15

between the Father and the Son. Jesus said to the Jews "Verily verily I s
t
·
·
' Father' do, ayfor
un.o
you! t h e Son can do nothing
of hllllSelf,
but what he' seeth the
which ~Jui:g soe~er he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise" (John 5: 19) . This
makes· it impossible
for the Son to do anything that the Father cannot do · They are
1.
on~ 7n persona ity, purpose, and perfonnance. All three Persons in a blessed
Trinity are co-equal and co-eternal. Jesus further declared in John 10:30 "I
d
my Father are one." The interpretation the Jews gave to this as they sho~ld
that He_ is G?d· If the Son could sin then the Father could sin also. Christ'fa~~d
temptation di~fere~tly than every other man. Every individual isn't a sinner beca~se _he c~rrnnits sin, but rather he corrnnits sin because he is a sinner. The sin
principle is a part of us (Romans 5:12; I John 1:8). In Christ is no sin
(I John 3:5): This means the sin principle was never a part of Christ's humanity.
We ahre cohnceivhed and born o~ parents who have the sin nature (Psalm 51:5). Christ
on! e ot er _and_was conceived by the Holy Spirit and was therefore perfect in
holiness and_ in righteousness (Matthew 1:20; Luke 1:34, 35). Since the Savior did
no~ have a s~n na~ure_there was nothing in Hirn to respond to sin. Paul rightly
points ?ut, For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily"
(~olos7iai:s 2:9) .. This _word "bodily" in the Greek is placed last in the sentence.
Sine~ it is of primary importance it is emphasized as such. This verse proves con~lusively that when God the ?on left_heaven to become a man, He left nothing behind
in heaven. 11 All tha~ He was in e!erni!y past as God He retained in His incarnation.
~hat word dwelleth _means to exist ~ixedly and permanently (Colossians 1:19). To
imply that Jesus Christ could have sinned is to say that God could sin. Again
when.our Lord c':1111e from heaven, He left nothing behind (Philippians 2:7). Christ
~as impeccable in heaven before His incarnation. He was impeccable during His soJ OUrn here on earth, and He continues impeccable to the present hour. He is the
same yesterday, today and forever; He cannot change (Hebrews 13:8).

:1

The Lord Jesus Christ was "made in the likeness of men " This doesn't mean that
Christ assume~ the sinful i:ature of man. He is God, b~t also became in appearance
as a ~~an be1n¥, though different_ from any ordinary man. The Savior didn't give up
anf d:vine attributes. Not even His glory was surrendered in an absolute sense.
This is proved on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1, 2).
Th~

writer of the book of Hebrews tells us of the Savior, "For as much then as the
children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of
!he same; ~hat through death he might destroy him that had the power of death that
is the_devi~" (H~brews 2:14). "Flesh" and "blood" are joined together not less
than five times in the New Testament. They are always used in reference to the
human body (Matth~w 16:17; I Corinthians 15:15; Galatians 1:6; Ephesians 6:12).
Our Lo:d voluntarilf came from heaven to become a Man. He guarded Himself against
partak~n¥ of the_poison o~ ~in which had contaminated humanity. The word "partakers is used in the original of two or more who share equally with each other.
We have no choice in that of which we partook therefore we became equal sharers
of Ad<:1111's sinful nature. Such wasn't the cas~ with the Lord Jesus Christ. He had
a choice. Christ took the part of flesh and blood without the virus of sin. The
Holf Spirit guarded_ carefully the doctrine of the impeccability of Christ in His
choice of the two different words in Hebrews 2:14. The Savior identifies Himself
with humanity, but in a limited sense only. He said to the Father "A body hast
thou prepared Me" (Hebrews 10:5). This planned and prepared body ~asn't by socalled natural l~w: of procreation. It was by the supernatural powers of the third
Perso~ of the Trinity. Jesus was perfect in holiness and righteousness; He could
not sin.
Another significant passage to support the doctrine of Christ's impeccability tells
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us "For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
inhnnities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin"
(Hebrews 4:15). There are those who insist that Christ could have siiyied. Do not
leave out the three words, "yet without sin." That way the real meaning of the
passage is lost. There are only three vantage points from which Satan attac~s individuals. There is the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life (I John 2:16). The assaults against Christ were entirely from without; there
was no fallen nature within the Savior that could desire to yield to temptation.
Of all Adam's posterity is written, "Every man is tempted when ~e is d:awn_ awaf of
his own lust and enticed" (James 1:14). The Lord Jesus had no inward incllnatrnn
toward evil whatsoever. His temptation could not result in sin. If our Lord
could have s:iruled, then He could have corrnnitted any and every sin. If Christ
could have sinned, certainly He could have lied, and lying is a common sin in the
human race. Anyone prepared to accept the fact th~t Christ di~ not sin sh?uld_have
no problem taking the position that He could not sin. The holiness of Christ is a
fact that even demons acknowledge. One unclean spirit said to Jesus, "I know thee
whom thou art, the holy one of God" (Luke 4:34). Does this mean He had the . ability
not to sin or that He wasn't able to sin? I hold to the fact that the Savior was
not able t~ sin. Personally, I wouldn't want to trust my eternal destiny to One
who Himself is liable to sin. Never forget, Christ is impeccable.
Some have wondered why God would allow the devil to assault His Son in these three
areas, especially if He couldn't succumb to the temptations. In Christ we have a
fortress or stronghold who is impregnable; He cannot be overthrown. At the same
time He can be attacked. Was that attack any less real because He could not be
overthrown? Of course not! The Lord's temptation was real, but there was no
possibility of it succeeding. The word "tempt" doesn't always involve an e:ril
purpose. For instance, when Scriptures say that God tempted Abraham (Genesis 22:1),
He simply corrunanded him to offer up his son Isaac. The Lord had a two-fold purpose. He intended to prove Abraham's faith and obedience, and He wanted to
strengthen Abraham by means of the trial. The epistle to the Hebrews refers to
this incident (Hebrews 11:17). God wasn't telling Abraham to connnit some moral
evil. He wouldn't allow him to kill his son. The test or the trial of Abraham's
faith is what was in view. The same is true with us today (James 1:1-5;
I Peter 1:7). This indicates that a so-called temptation can be confined to a trial
or a testing. The Lord might test us but He will never tempt us to sin
(James 1:12-17). Never blame your sins on the Lord.
In connection with the sinlessness of Christ, we must differentiate in Scripture
the contrast between the words "temptation" and "testing." In the English
language, temptation has a consistently bad meaning. The Greek word doesn't always indicate a solicitation to evil. Temptation implies a struggle within one~
self. Such could not possibly be the translation in the account of the temptation
of Jesus Christ in the wilderness. After all, He was and is sinless. He was
attacked and assaulted by the devil. Temptation doesn't originate with God but
with Satan. In our Lord's parable of the sower and the seed, He shows how the
devil ·is the originator of temptation (Luke 8:13). Temptation is one of the weapons
Satan wields effectively in his warfare against God's children. Unbelievers aren't
attacked the way in which the saints are. The non-Christian is already in ~atan's
power. This is why we are warned about our clever enemy (Mark 14:38; Ephesians 6:4).
The attack of the devil upon Christ wasn't limited to the wilderness. There were
other attempts after that (Luke 4:13). Other temptations followed, especially
during the last few weeks of Christ's life on earth (John 14:30; Luke 22:28).
The temptation of Christ in the wilderness occurred immediately after His baptism,
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and before He entered upon His public ministry. It is recorded in three Gospel
records (Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12, 13; Luke 4:1-13). S~tan had just heard God
announce His approval upon His Son. So, after the blessin~ came the b~tt~e; after
the divine approval came the devil's attack. In our own lives, oft~n it is after
a moment of great victory that the enemy is prepared to _attack us with the most
success. You remember it was after a moment of great victory that the enemy
attacked Elijah. It has been so with all of God's servants. The apostl~ Paul ~n
countered the same opposition. Any effort on our part to venture ahead in service
for Christ will inevitably meet with satanic opposition.
Never overlook the activity of the Holy Spirit in relation to Christ's temptation.
Matthew tells us that Jesus was led up of the Spirit (4:1). Mark suggests, "And
immediately the Spirit driveth Him into the wilderness'' (Mark 1:12). Finally?
"Jesus was led by tJ:e Spirit int? the wilderness" (Lu~e 4:1). There 1:-'as nothin~
accidental about this confrontation. The whole experience was according to God . s
plan. The Lord threw the devil into this conflict. Satan challenged Adam ~nd it
ruined our first forefather. Christ, on the other hand, challenged the devil and
it ruined the enemy. Don't ever feel that Satan's attacks upon you are totally
separated from the Lord's knowledge and plan. Paul knew this well in his physical
affliction (II Corinthians 12:7).
To deny the personality of Satan is to deny.th: pla~n teaching of the Bible. There
is no possible way of accounting for th: evil in !his world ap~rt from a personal
devil. He appeared early on ~he scene in m~ 1 ~ hist?ry (Genesis 3) and has been
active ever since. The fact is that Satan isn t an innovator but rather an
imitator (II Corinthians 11:13-15). He has his evil.e1:®issaries posing even as
the apostles of Christ, declaring themselves to be ~inisters of the t:uth when
they are actually ministers of wickedness. The devil goes abou~ se~king whom he
may devour (I Peter 5:8). As believers we are only able to resisthim as we wear
the armor God has provided for us.

'

In the first test the devil said to Christ, "If thou be the Son of God, connnand that
these stones be made bread." Don't be misled by the "if" clause in the sentence.
Satan isn't questioning Christ's Sonship. After all, he had just listened to the
voice of God declaring, "This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pl~ased." Chapter
divisions in the Bible aren't a part of the inspired text. Follow right on from
chapter three to chapter four. It may well be that the Lord's declaration of the
Son was directed at Satan for his benefit. "If'' in verse three actually means
"since." Satan wasn't challenging Jesus to prove that He was t~e Son of God. That
isn't the thrust of the text at all. Christ had gone 40 days without food; He was
hungry. Don't lose sight of the fact that the extended peri?d of fasting was a
part of God's plan for Him. The c~rcum:tance of h1:111ger was included as a part.of
the Lord's plan in this confrontation with the ~evi~. S~ould He ~emonstrate His
deity by turning stones into br~ad, ther~by satisfying Hi~ hunger. There_was no
sin in being hungry, nor would it be a sin to perform a miracle. The devil
suggested that Jesus do the natural thing. It w~s a subtle way to persuade Jes~s
to do a right thing in a wrong way. Th~ temptati?n was an attempt t? doubt God,s
goodness in performing a miracle to satis~y a des~re of h1:111ger. If it.were Gods
will for Jesus to go without food for a given period of tii:ie, then_Christ must_
yield to complete obedience. Had it been possible fo: Christ to d~sobey t~e will of
the Father, it would be possible also to sever the union between Him and His
Father (John 10:30).
The Lord Jesus answered, "It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but _by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." Satan was no match for deity.
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There was another hunger within Christ which made greater demands upon Him. He had
a holy desire to do His Father's will. On more than one occasion He cautioned His
disciples about any anxiety regarding food (Matthew 6:25-31). The Lord will take
care of the material things of life if I put Him first and foremost in all of my
thinking and behavior. Our Savior set the pattern with a consuming goal to do the
Father's will (John 4:31-34). Paul reminds us that "The kingdom of God is not meat
and drink'' (Romans 14: 17) .
Notice our Lord's first words in His rebuttal of Satan, "It is written." What a
beautifully pertinent relationship to the written Word of God (Deuteronomy 8:3).
The first attack of Satan is quickly rebuffed because he is powerless to withstand
Scripture. This one excellent reason why we must become people of the Book! We
cannot get too much Bible. It is the entrance of God's Word that gives light.
The Psalmist testifies, "Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin
against thee." "Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed
thereto according to thy word" (Psalm 119:9, 11). No Christian's armor is complete
without the Sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6:10-18). Don't allow the devil to lure
you into a position whereby you are separated from God's Word. How urgently we impress upon our readers the need for Bible study. Spend time with your Bible. Read
and study the Word of God. Memorize Scripture. "Faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God." Jesus prayed, "Sanctify them through thy truth; thy
word is truth" (John 17:17).
The devil wasn't content with a single attack. The second time he came to entice,
"If Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down; for it is written, He shall give
His angels charge concerning Thee, and in their hands they shall bear Thee up,
lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a stone" (Matthew 4: 5, 6). Remember,
we will never be delivered from trials and testings and temptations in this life.
This is a part of Satan's "subtility" (II Corinthians 11:3). Let us not be ignorant of his devices (II Corinthians 2:11).
This second attack upon Jesus was moved from the wilderness, the place of isolation,
to the "holy city" (Jerusalem) and the "temple." Here crowds would gather. The
second temptation was to perform a supernatural act that would win Jesus the acclaim
of the masses. In the second temptation the devil says, "If I cannot get Him to
doubt God, I will try to get Him to trust God so ·completely so as to make Him
spiritually proud."
Jesus had just demonstrated His absolute faith in the Fqther regarding His physical
needs. He did it under a most difficult circumstance, namely, when He was hungry.
He demonstrated the ground of His faith, the written Word of God. It is at both of
these points the second attack is directed. The devil urged, "Be heroic and go all
out. Jump from the temple height. If you believe God is caring for you, demonstrate your faith in Him." This was a clever move on Satan's part. The temple
site was the center for religious gatherings with many of the people looking for
the Messiah and His kingdom. By getting Jesus to perform this unusual miracle the
people would receive Him as the Messiah. But the devil's method of getting the
people to accept Christ would by-pass the cross. Such a dazzling miracle would
bring the crowds to His feet, but would be irrelevant to God's plan of redemption.
.God's work must be done in God's way. To have thrown Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple would have been a wrong decision. This Christ could not have
done. This temptation, unlike the first, finds the devil quoting Scripture. The
devil isn't an innovator; he is an imitator. He had just listened to Jesus quote
Scripture effectively, so Satan himself resorts to the same method.
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The devil is a fonnidable foe, able to trick us into attempting the daring and
spectacular. He will even give a verse of Scripture to dazzle people. Beware of
the subtle temptation of Satan which says, "Overpower the senses of people with
wonder, and you can win their souls . ''
I

I

""

The answer Christ gave was very important. Jesus replies to the enemy's subtle
attack with the assurance that He is still trusting in the written Word, but that
He will not presume upon that Word. Christ insists upon the right and proper use of
the words which make up the .Word of God. It has always been Satan's method to use
isolated texts in Scripture to destroy the lives of men and women. Remember, it is
dangerous to isolate a text from the whole of divine revelation. The devil says,
"It is written," but Jesus answered, "It is written again," that is, there is more
to the Bible than what you have just quoted. "Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy
God " No doubt the crowd below would have been pleased by such a daring risk as
jumping from the wing of the temple. But such an act would not have been a display
of faith but of doubt. Jesus could trust God without tempting Him. Faith is not
evidenced by daring experiments. Beware lest the devil give you a Scripture for
the purpose of making you distrust God, or even over trust Him. No true believer
would think of testing the one in whom he has full confidence. Only the devil
would ask us to do the ridiculous to prove whether or not God is true to His Word.
We triumph as we continue to trust.
Satan's third attack was to offer Christ all the kingdoms and glories of this world.
Were they his to give? When God created Adam He gave to him "dominion" over the
earth and every living thing in the earth (Genesis 1:27-30). 'When Adam yielded to
Satan by his willful act of disobedience, that dominion changed hands. Jesus Himself called Satan "the prince of this world" (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). He is
"the god of this world" (II Corinthians 4:4), and "the whole world lieth in wickedness" ((the wicked one) (I John 5:19). He is "the prince of the power of the air"
(Ephesians 2:2), appearing at times as "an angel of light" (II Corinthians 11:14),
and at other times "as a roaring lion" (I Peter 5:8). He rules the wicked spirits
who aid him in his evil devices (Ephesians 6:11, 12). If Satan is not in control
of this present world system, then there is no way of accounting for the evil that
prevails. In the light of the above mentioned Scriptures, we are in no position to
repudiate his claim. Certainly it seems as though he is in control of a lot of
people and a lot of this world's activities.

oi:-1~ shalt thou s7r;.e. Then the devil leaveth Hirn, and behold, angels came and
~inistered unto Hirn (Matthew 4:1, 11). There is one true way to worshi God and

it does not allow the worshippers to stoop to the level of this world th
f
the sei:isational and th7 spectacula: is not the way to get men to foll~w th: ~~~d~
I~ ~hrist co~ld have yielded to this third assault He would have destroyed His
~imstry ~ it has already de~troy~d the work of some of His followers. There can
e no alliance and no compromise with the world system and its methods.
The blow of final triumph is delivered by the Sword of the Spirit. Had Jesus bowed
to Satan, He_wo~ld no~ have b7come a King, but rather Satan's slave. This He could
n~t do. Christ s resistance is an example to show us how we too can resist
He
~irnp~y used the Word of God (Ephesians 6:17). Only then will the devil lea~e us
d?r e knows that he cannot stand against Scripture. There is in Scripture a
'
irec~ rep~y to ev7ry form of Satan's attack. Every true servant of God must
acquaint himself. wit~ God's Wor~ lest he come to terms with God's enemy. None of
us can exp~ct to resist the devil if we don't appeal to Scripture. Decide now
that you will follow God's Word and not yield to the satanic by-pass to success
and advantage.
S~iritua~ warfare, to be ef~ective, must be fought according to God's rules and
with ~od s wearons. There 1s i:o other way of victory. A complete loyalty to God
and Hi~ Word is the way of trilIDlph. Grand and glorious is the fact that the devil
could in no way cause the Lord of Glory to corrnnit sin. Hallelujah, what a Savior!

All three temptations appealed to those powers of possibility within Jesus. The
devil knew it would take special power to turn stones into bread, to leap from
those heights and survive, and to rule the kingdoms of this world. If the three
temptations created a problem for our Lord, it was the problem of how to use His
supernatural power. Those same temptations per se could not come to any of us because we are not capable of performing such feats. The tempter attacked Jesus,
not only in an area of His capability, but in trying to get Him to do what He is
ultimately destined to do, namely, rule the world.
·
This is one of the "all points" in which Jesus was "tempted like as we are"
(Hebrews 4:15). It is the temptation to compromise with the world in order to win
the world. This is that old satanic device which says, ''The end justifies the
means." But does it? Apparently Jesus did not think so! God's work must be done
in God's way and this we fail to do when we let down the bars and come to tenns
with the world instead of presenting God's demands to the world, and that without
compromise. We can no more overcome the world by compromising with the world than
we can overcome evil by compromising with evil. The answer Christ gave was, "Begone, Satan; for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord, thy God, and Him
20
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Incarnation
By:

Dr. Lehman Strauss

The subject of the incarnation of Christ is both timely and timeless. "While "incarnation" doesn't appear in the Bible, yet all the word connotes and conveys is certainly in the Scriptures. Translated from the Greek, the meaning has to do with
the taking on of human flesh by the Savior. In I Timothy 3:16 we read, "And without
controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh." In
fact, the dictionary defines incarnation as "being clothed with flesh."
Never forget that all three persons in the Godhead are co-equal, co-eternal and coexistant (John 4:24). All three possess all the essential and unique attributes of
deity. In the same way, all three are spirit. God the Father doesn't have a body
'
nor does God the Holy Spirit. Until the incarnation, God the Son didn't have a
body. One ~ay, God the Son came from heaven to earth through the womb of the virgin
mother. This we properly refer to as the Incarnation. We are treading upon
hallowed ground when we contemplate such a sacred and important doctrine. I step
hesitatingly before the wonder of this majestic event,
The virgin birth is the method by which God the Son became man. If Jesus Christ
hadn't been virgin born He couldn't have been God in the flesh. He would have been
only a mere man, possessing the same sinful nature every fallen child of Adam has.
The apostle John tells us, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God" (John 1:1). This can refer to none other than the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself. In Revelation, John also and appropriately calls Him "The
Word of God.''
In beautiful fashion, John portrays the truth of the incarnation, "And the word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the father) full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). The one who
was one with the Father from all eternity became man. He took upon Himself our
humanity, body, soul and spirit. At no time did He ever cease to be God. The
Savior became supernaturally and miraculously incarnate, always apart from sin.
When Christ became flesh He never laid aside His deity. While to the finite mind
it is unthinkable, yet, in reality, it is gloriously true: God became Man!
The apostle Paul wrote by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, "But when the fullness of
the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the lQ.w, to
redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons"
(Galatians 4:4, 5). Here, he establishes the fact of the incarnation. Christ was
the Son of God in His eternal relationship with the Father. This wasn't because He
was born of Mary. Since a son shares the nature of his father, so our Lord shares
the Godhead co-equally with His heavenly Father. God didn't send forth one who,
in His birth became His Son, but He sent forth one who through all eternity was
His Son (Isaiah 9:6). His human birth was merely the method of coming and being
made like us.
Before His incarnation, the Lord Jesus Christ was in the form of God (Phil. 2:6).
From the very beginning, He had the nature of God. If the Savior seems to be
divine, it is only because He is divine! "He thought it not robbery to be equal
with God." He didn't consider-rt a thing to be ceased unlawfully to have coequality with the Father. This He already possessed in eternity past. No power
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could possibly take it from Him. In the incarnation H~ laid aside His position in
and His expression of that heavenly_g~o117. As the be~ievers we s~ould pa~tern our
lives after His in the areas of humiliation, self denial, and loving service for
others (Philippians 2:5).
The Lord Almighty is inunutable. Therefore, He cannot ceas~ to_be God. Jes~s Christ
always was God and certainly continued to be God the Son in His earthly soJourn
as Man. He is' God the Son in heaven today, and He will remain God the Son throughout all eternity. He is Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and forever
(Hebrews 13:8).
Paul reminds us that Christ took upon Him "the fonn of a servant" (Philippians 2:6).
This was a voluntary act of amazing grace. Instead of expressing Himself as one
deserving to be served, He revealed Himself as one who desired to serve oth~rs. He
vaunted not his eternal glory and rights to be ministered unto, but rather in complete humility showed Hi: desire to minister (Mat~~ew 20:2~). Our passag~ in
Philippians (2:5-11) reminds us that He was made in ~he likeness ?£.men.
This
vents the full reality of the human nature of the Savior. He participated in the_
same flesh and blood as all humanity (Hebrews 2:14). Still, we underscore that His
incarnation in becoming a man didn't exclude His possession of deity. He was and
is a person with two natures: human and divine. He is neither God merely nor man
merely. He is the perfect God-man.
Next we discover Christ was "found in fashion as a man." He associated with His
contemporaries, not holding Himself aloof. He manifested cle~rly to a~l that He was
a real man! There was one obvious distinction in His perfection and sinlessness.
While as a man He was made under the law, yet He never violated the law. He was
tempted in all three points in which we are tempted, but His temptation was apart
from any thought, any word or any act of sin.
Paul tells us that "He humbled Himself." The world has never witnessed a more
genuine act of self-humbling. He surrendered His will totally to t~at of His
Father in heaven. Christ could readily avow, "I do always those things that please
Him" (John 8:29). Consider the hum~liation for the ~terna~ S?n of God to become
flesh in a stable. Later He dwelt in a humble home in subJection to human parents.
Only eternity will reveal the depths of meaning for Him (Romans 8:30). He even
"became obedient unto death." Some have wondered, "Did He die as God, or did He
die as Man?" The answer is neither. He died as God-man. This is what makes our
salvation possible (John 5:24). "For as in A~am all_d~e? even so_ in Christ shall
all be made alive" (I Corinthians 15:22). This sacrificial offering of love was
"even the death of the cross." Other men have died on crosses but this man, the
eternal Son of God, voluntarily and willingly died the kind of death me~ed out ~o
criminals. His own countrymen considered crucifixion to be the worst kind of disgrace and curse (Deuteronomy 21:23; Galatians 3:~3). He died_be~ri~g the burden
of the worst of criminals and the guiltiest of sinners. He did it in love for you
and me!
The first reason why God the eternal Son left His throne was to reveal God to man.
His incarnation unites earth and heaven. Revelation is the disclosure of truth
previously unkno':-111. Before_the_coming o~ the Son of Go~ t? earth_many varied forms
of revelation existed. Belief in the existence of God is innate in man. A human
being knows that there is a power beyond himsel~. Th~ very nat~re of the so~l
provides us with such intuitive knowledge. Behind this vast universe ~here is
order; behind this great creation there is a Creator. We, t?o, recognize a
revelation of God in nature (Romans 1:19, 20). People may hinder or surpress the
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truth by their unrighteous living, but there is that which may be known of God
manifest in them. The existence and power of the Lord are discernable to everyone
by the things they observe in the external world. Only those who have an abnonnal
distorted, or biased mind can possibly deny the existence of God.
'
Job realized that the nature of God in its different characteristics and qualities
wasn't all revealed to man. He certainly realized that the onmipotence and unchangeableness of God are definitely exhibited in creation. The savage as well as
the scientist knows two things about God: He is a being and He is supreme. Don't
plead innocence for the one who doesn't possess a copy of the Scriptures. All
people have a Bible, bound with covers of day and night, whose print is the stars
and planets. As we said in our last study, nature reveals the supernatural and
creation reveals the Creator. Read the 19th Psalm!
There are other evidences of revelations of God to man such as to Adam (Gen. 3:8).
He also spoke to Abraham (Genesis 12:26). The writer to the Hebrews quotes the
Son speaking to the Father in which reference is made to an early prirnative and
temporary revelation through a book which God allowed to pass out of existence
(Hebrews 10:5-7). Doubtless there were other books which likewise aren't available
today such as the book of Enoch (Jude 14). Further, God often revealed Himself in
dreams as when Ee spoke to Jacob (Genesis 28), Joseph (Genesis 37), or even to
Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 2-4). In the New Testament He revealed Himself to Joseph
(Matthew 1:20) as well as to many others. Through Moses and the prophets God revealed Himself (Exodus 3:4). Over 35 authors, covering a period of 1500 years,
wrote consistently and coherently by inspiration of the Holy Spirit. They all reveal one historically accurate plan of salvation. The Bible in its entirety is a
progressive revelation of God.
Of all the amazing revelations of the Lord, none was set forth any more clearly and
fully than God's final revelation of Himself in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Since God is an infinite being, no man could understand Him, except for the Son who
is one in equality with the Father (Matthew 11:27). The glorious attributes of a
loving God were manifested on behalf of sinners and are found in no place or person apart from Jesus Christ. Phillip said to the Savior, "Lord, show us the
Father." Our Lord answered, "He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father"
(John 14:8, 9). When the Word became flesh He brought to man a more than adequate
revelation of God. Creation was satisfactory in its time before the Bible was
written, but it wasn't enough. God remains an abstraction until we see Him in
terms of personality. It was the Lord Jesus Christ who drew aside the curtain to
bring God into full view of man (John 1:18). Definition of the word "light"
means nothing to a blind man. One glimpse of a glow wonn would be worth far more
for the understanding of light than all the explanations in the world. One glimpse
of Jesus Christ will bring God closer to the human mind and heart than all the
theological definitions of Almighty God. No one can comprehend just how perfect
and holy the Lord is until he comes face to face with the sinless Son of God. It
is impossible to know God in any way until we know Hirn intimately and personally
through saving faith in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Christ came secondly to reveal man to Himself. Through His incarnation the Lord
shows us what we are and also what we may become. We aren't the least bit impressed with vain philosophical views. Rather consider the accurate historical
view of humanity as it is recorded in the Bible, the infallible, inspired Word of
the living God. We should know about our origin. Remember that the false teachings of evolution were abroad long before Darwin's foolish declarations in 1871.
It had been taught by ancient Roman and Greek philosophers. The Bible teaches
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clearly that the hlD'Tlan race had its origin by t~e .irrnnediate creati~n of Go~
· 1·26 27)
Man is the grand consununation of all the Lord s creation . .
(G
enesis the. unproved
'
. theory of evolution we accept God' s recor d beca~se. of the irnAgainst
measurable gulf which separates man even in his barest, savage, condi~ion fr?m t~et
nearest order of animal creation below him. History corr?borates_Scripture int a
man was destined to rule over all other animal life. It is very important t? remember that "The Lord God fanned man of the dust of the ground and breat~ed into
his nostrils the breath of life and man became a living soul." Cr:ated m the
image and likeness of God, man differs from every other fonn of an:1Tlal. Ha~e you
ever seen an animal bowing down to worship gods it_cannot see? While you will
never find an ape in a prayer meeting, you can go into the lowest form of savage
tribe and see how they will all have some sort of a god.
Unfortunately, man didn't retain God's image and likeness. When !he Lo:d place~
our first parents in the garden of Eden, He set before them one simple instruction.
Their restriction was that they must not eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge
of good and evil. He warned, "In the day that t~ou ~a test thereof thou shalt surely
die" (Genesis 2:17). The third chapter of Genesis gives us a record of t~e fall of
filan. He disobeyed God and inunediately the life cord was seve:ed. Adam died bo~h
hysically and spiritually. The grave was only a matter of tim:. Th:n, to?, his
~pirit was separated from the Lord. He was dead spiritually w~ile be711g ali~e
h sically. As a result, all human beings from Adam are born into this_wor~
~prritually dead in sin. We all possess a sin nature c~pable ?£ every 11Ilag1na~l~
trespass against God. The nature and guilt of Adam's sin was_.llllputed to thew o e
hlD'Tlan race. Our first father's corrupted nature is of necessit~ a part of a:l of
his posterity. The heart of man is deceitful <:111d desperately wicked (Jer 17.9).
Because of the solidarity of the hlD'Tlan race, sin and dea!h have passe~ upon a)ll
filen (Romans 5:12). By man came death, and in Adam all die (I Car. 15.21, 22 .
Responsibility increases with knowledge. So, !he coming of Christ :hawed man how
far short he stood of God's standard of true righteousness (JoJ:n 15.22-24). The
coming of Christ to earth revealed the heart of m~n and women in cruel hatred o~
God's holiness. Along side of Christ's perfect life a.J_ld works we can see the sin
and guilt of our own hearts (John 8:12). To see the sinfulne~s o~ the human
heart, look at that spectacle on Calvary's cross. Here man did h~s very worst.cl
But remember time hasn't improved hlD'Tlan nature . . People today still tram~le un er
foot the pre~ious blood of Christ. If our blessed Savior w~re to.appear in person
at this Christmas season the world would quickly cru~ify Hirn a~ai~. Men lo~e
darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil (John 3.19, Romans l.18f to
3:20). All have sinned and come short of the glory of God. Do you see yoursel as
od sees you?
fhe third purpose of the incarnation was so that Christ could redeem us to God
(Galatians 4:4, 5). The Old Testament contains the accurate rec?rd of some 4,0?0
years of sin and human failure. The one bright hope was the coming of !he promised
Seed (Genesis 3:15). With each succeeding revelation from God_ the promise grew
clearer. One such classic prophecy is the 53rd chapter of Isa~ah. The peop~e
desperately needed a deliverer from the guilt and penalty of sin. Jesus Christ .
alone is our Savior (Matthew 1:21; John 14:6). There could be_no hope of salvation
apart from the coming of Christ. The very character ~f God: r:ghteousness, abs?lute
and uncompromising demands that every sin be dealt with. It is true tha~ God is
merciful gracious' and slow to anger, forgiving iniquities and transgressions.
Still, that will by no means clear the guilty (~odu~ 34:7~. He cannot look on
iniquity (Hab. 1:13). Every sin must be dealt with impartially. Someone had to
suffer the death penalty for the sin of the world. In the person of the Lord Jesus
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'he fifth stated purpose for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ was the restoration
)f all things. God's plan was never limited to the world of mankind. "For by Him
vere all things created that are in heaven and that are on earth" (Colossians 1: 28) .
le came to rescue the whole creation (John 1:3). After the fall of Adam, every:hing changed. Things will not always remain as they are at this moment, The
)rophets remind us of the time when this world's pristine glory will be returned
' Isaiah 11:6-9). Discord among God's creatures sprung from the sinfulness of man.
In the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, God solved the problem of the eternal well't has been a necessary part of the curse. To rescue the Lord's creation is one
being of all unsaved people. He sent His Son to die as a sinner's perfect sub>f the purposes of the incarnation, "When Christ comes ~ack to reign, the gove:iistitute and thereby Christ redeemed the sinner. By the grace of God He tasted death rrent shall be upon His shoulders (Isaiah 9:6)._ There will ~ea :estor~d creation
for every individual (Hebrews 2:9). Jesus defined the purpose of His incarnation
(Hosea 2:18). The Lord "will gather together in one all things in Christ both
and earthly ministry when He declared, "I came not to call the righteous, but
vhich are in heaven and which are on earth, even in Him" (Ephesians 1: 10) . Our
sinners to repentance" (Mark 2:17). This doesn't mean that there is a sinful class Jlessed Savior will reconcile all things unto Himself.
of people who need repentance and another righteous class who don't. Nothing could
be further from the truth: Romans 3:10 clearly states, "There is none righteous,
~any Christians fail to see that the finished red~mptive work of_Christ, revealed
no not one." Physicians go into sick rooms not because of the pleasantness of
through the incarnation, is wider than the salvation of human bei~gs, It actually
disease and suffering, but because of a desire to relieve and cure those who are
1ffects the whole creation as we saw in our last study. Paul reminds us that every
ill. All sinners are the special object of our Lord's love and power. All self1rea of creation awaits the revealing of the Son of God (Romans 8:19-23), Nature
righteous people who see nothing wrong with themselves will never come to know the
is now under the curse of sin, groaning and travailing in pain, It isn't.existi~g
Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. Had there been righteousness in the
as God at first created it perfectly. One day the incarnate Son of God will again
human heart there would have been no need for the incarnation of the Son of God.
Jut all things in subjection under His feet,
Let every person testify with the apostle Paul, "This is a faithful saying, and
worthy of all acceptation: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,
rhe sixth purpose of Christ's coming to this world was to restor~ Israel. N? reader
of whom I am chief." Have you personally, experientially by faith received Him as
Jf the Old Testament can escape the clear teaching that the Messiah was promised to
your own? I don't mean a mere intellectual, academic faith in Jesus Christ, It is Israel (Romans 3:2; 9:4). No one can deny that from the call of Abra~am ~n
imperative that we personally trust Christ as our own Redeemer from sin.
;enesis 12:1 to the Babylonian captivity under Nebuchadnezzar, authority in the
earth and divine representation was vested in the Jew. Since the ove~throw of
The fourth divinely stated purpose for the coming of the Lord Jesus was to destroy
Jerusalem, the transfer of dominion in the earth has been to the Gentiles or other
the devil (Hebrews 2:9, 14, 15). The cause for all evil in the world can be
aations of the world.
charged rightly to Satan, our connnon foe. I accept the fact of the devil's
existence. It was essential for God the eternal Son to take upon Him a human body
Jesus Christ the Word was made flesh, He came unto His own and His own received
so that He might die on the cross to redeem us. Christ's crucifixion by wicked
Him not (Jo~ 1:12). His citizens hated Him saying, "We ~ill_not have th~s man to
hands was by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God (Acts 2:33). Scripture reign over us" (Luke 19: 14) . The Jews drove ~im from their midst an~ 1:11 timately
affirms that Christ became incarnate so that through death He might destroy him
crucified Him. During this present dispensation of grace, God had visited the
(Satan) that had the power of death. Of all the works of Satan, among the worst is ~entiles to take out of them a people for His Name (Acts 15:14). When the offer of
that of destroying life, He is the spoiler of humanity. His malignant purpose is
the kingdom met with an ever increasing opposition (Matth~w 4:17), ~esus withdrew
to bring both physical and spiritual death to all mankind (Genesis 2:9, 17). The
the promise for that time (Matthew 21:43), _Isra:l_was st~ll set aside, but only
devil cherished the tree of death because he is a murderer from the very beginning,
temporarily (Romans 11 :1, 2, 25). With anti-semitism raging throu¥hout the world
He knew that the death sentence was already pronounced on all who would eat of the
today, we might question the future restora~ion of the Jew~ Yet Bible students
forbidden fruit. He delighted in the fall of Adam and Eve knowing that physical
lmow that both national restoration and national regeneration for the Jew are a
and spiritual death had struck its blow. "For the wages of sin is death, but the
iefinite part of God's plan (Romans 10:26). The Jew lives in a dark presenc~ ~ith
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 6:23). Satan
a bright future (Matthew 21:43). The Lord gave Palestine to the Jews unconditionally
uses the fear of death as the basis for all fear. Thanks be to God for the in(Genesis 12:1-3). He wants them there. They will be regathered (H?sea 3:4, 5).
carnation of His Son. Through His death and resurrection, Christ wrested from
Ibe incarnate Christ will come again to tabernacle with Israel (Isaiah 12:1-6;
Satan the power of death. That can no more hold its legal grip on the believing
Joel 2:26, 27; Zephaniah 3:14-17; Zechariah 8:3-8). The vast area grant:d by God
sinner. We don't need to fear death (II Timothy 1:9, 10). Salvation's plan proto Abraham (Genesis 15:18) will assure any interested person that there is ample
vided death's abolition. The coming of the Savior rendered death harmless and
room in the holy land to hold all the Jews, According to prophec~ the Incarnate
the sting has been removed (I Corinthians 15:55), Satan has been defeated
One, Innnanuel, the virgin's Son, is to occupy David's throne (Isaiah 9:6, 7), Let
(Revelation 1:18). If you are a child of God, you need never fear dying. Death
us rejoice in that approaching day!
is but the gateway into the presence of the Lord.
fhe seventh purpose for the incarnation is that the Lord Jesus Christ came to
The shadow of the cross hung over the manger in Bethlehem, assuring the world that
reign. Remember the wise men who came from the east ~o Jerus::lem saying, ''Where is
the Seed of the woman would bruise the serpent's head (Genesis 3:15). Adam
He that is born king of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the east and are
yielded himself to Satan but by His dying Christ entered into our death and wrested come to worship Him" (Matthew 2:1, 2)._ They were followers o~ the truth of God
that power which the devil held over us. Thank God, death is swallowed up in
(Psalm 2:6; Zechariah 9:9). Our Lord is not only Prophet, Priest and Judge, but He
victory (I Corinthians 15:54~57). Rejoice in the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ!

Christ, God solved the problem of the eteTI1al well -being of every sinner. He is
our perfect substitute. The Son of God incaTI1ate is the connecting link. This is
why our relationship to Jesus Christ is vital (Hebrews 2:9). Remember, "There is
none righteous, no not one" (Romans 3:10). Have you trusted implicitly in the Lord
Jesus Christ as your Savior?
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is also King. Paul wrote that "God hath highly exalted Him (Philippians 2:9). We
dare not limit the exaltation of Christ as some have tried to do. The steps in
our Lord's humiliation were only temporary (Philippians 2:5-11), They culminate
with the bowing of every knee and the confessing of every tongue in heaven and in
earth that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. Jesus Himself
spoke of the day when the Son of Man shall come in His glory ·and all the holy
ang~s with Him (Matthew 25: 31).
The apostle John writes, "Every eye shall see
Him" (Revelation 1:7). The prophetic utterance spoken by God to David in
II Samuel 7:12-16 concerning David's seed having an everlasting throne in the kingdom has a double fulfillment. Primarily it referred to Solomon's temple. Ultimately, and finally, it speaks of Christ's earthly reign (Zechariah 6:12). The
Psalmist reminds us of Christ's enduring throne (Psalm 89:4, 29, 36). The
genealogies in the first chapters of Matthew and Luke will support the relationship of Jesus Christ to David. He was even called by others "the son of David''
~1atthew 9:27; Mark 10:47; Luke 18:38).
His kingdom is literal. It cannot be
realized apart from the incarnation. God had to come down in hillllan flesh in order
to occupy that throne.
Remember, a perfect kingdom demands a perfect King. At the end of the conflict of
the ages, Jesus Christ, the God-man, will return to earth to establish His righteous
kingdom which will never be destroyed (Luke 1:31-33), For the present though,
everything has been deferred until Christ gathers the Church unto Himself. It may
be at any moment that the last soul will be added to the Body and Christ will come.
Are you ready?
The supreme purpose of Christ's incarnation was to glorify the Father. In His
great intercessory prayer Jesus said, "I have glorified thee on the earth, I have
finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do" (John 17:14), Our heavenly Father
could never have been glorified if the Son had failed in His earthly mission to
the smallest degree. In fact, nothing was left undone. He did everything He had
come to accomplish. His earthly mission was complete! Do you know the Lord today?
He isn't some far away, unreal Person. We can come to know Him only as we know
Him in Jesus Christ (John 14:6). We are redeemed not with corruptible things such
as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ. Christ came to provide
you, through God's love, with eternal life. For those of us who know the Lord,
has it ever occurred to you that you needn't be held in bondage by the devil in
anything? The Lord Jesus Christ has set you free. "Put on the whole armor of God"
(Ephesians 6:10ff). The living Christ is abundantly able to remove all fear, including the forboding aspect of death. Trust Him completely, without mental
reservation, and do it just now (Revelation 3:20).
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